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and by machine-gun fire from the redoubt. Realizing
that the line on the crest was too good a target for
the enemy, the brigade entrenched itself about 100
yards to the west of it. Here it had the 3rd Cavalry
Brigade on its right; but its left was in the air, since
there was a gap in the front between the Hill and the
strong point known as Pit 14 bis. Xest day, the
28th, the 2nd Brigade renewed the assault on Pit
14 bis. The place was important, for, being situated
on the northern slopes of Hill 70, so long as it was in
German hands it enfiladed our whole position east
of Loos. At 3.45 in the afternoon it was attacked
from the south end of the Chalk Pit, while our guns
were turned on the Bois Hugo. Once again the
enemy's machine-gun fire proved deadly, and,
though a small party managed to reach Pit 14 bis,
the place could not be held. We fell back in the
evening to the Chalk Pit and the spinney, thus con-
necting with the 3rd Brigade east of Loos.

The main phase of the battle was now drawing
to a close. On the last day of September, Sir John
French issued an order to his troops setting forth
the details of the action. On a front of 6,500 yards
we had everywhere carried the enemy's first line,
and we had broken into his second line in many
places. "We had captured over 3,000 enemy rank
and file and over 50 officers. We had taken 26 field
guns and 40 machine guns, besides great quantities
of other war material. A substantial success it was
beyond doubt, the most substantial the British army
had seen since trench warfare began. Yet the
exhilaration of victory, the sense that at last we were
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